
December 18, 2023 
Isa 7:10-14; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24 

 In the first reading we hear the prophet Isaiah speaking God’s words in response to fear.  

You see, there was a great threat of destruction of the people by a foreign enemy.  God gives a 

sign, a sign that spoke about not about how God was going to save Ahaz and the people at that 

time - but how God was going to save all of us - throughout time - from another and more 

threatening enemy: the devil.  God speaks: Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign: the 

virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall name him Emmanuel.  I bet Ahaz was scratching 

his head at that - Emmanuel means “God is with us” - so he might have thought God is telling 

him “don’t worry about the battle - I’m with you” - he was probably not sure what this child and 

virgin stuff was about.  God was indeed with them and took care of them in the battle, but God 

meant something deeper by these words. 

 We heard in the Gospel that Joseph, like Ahaz, was told by God’s messenger not to be 

afraid.  He was told that Mary (a virgin) will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because 

he will save his people from their sins.  We are also told that: All this took place to fulfill what the 

Lord had said through the prophet: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 

shall name him Emmanuel, which means “God is with us”.  God being with us is not just a 

notion to comfort us when we are in great danger, God being with us is not just a thought to 

strengthen us when we have difficult life situations to deal with - this child is Emmanuel - this 

child is God among us.  God does not just stay distant but God comes to be with us IN THE 

FLESH.  God comes to walk with us in a human body.  God comes to save us from our sins and 

the possibilities of hell and separation from God for all eternity that those sins can bring.  God 

comes in the person of a child who will grow up and will suffer and die for us, and then provide 

a way that he can be with us in body all over the world, to just in one place.  Jesus provides a 

way that thorough the Holy Spirit, the Eucharist, and the other Sacraments he can be present to 

us and walk by us in out times of need.  As part of that body of Christ we share with Jesus in 

making the reality of Emmanuel - God with us - present in the world.


